BROKEN SILENCE

The Stary of Today's Struggle

for Religious Freedom

by
MIRZA AHMAD SOHRAB

Published by
Universal Publishing Co.
New York

for

THE NEW HISTORY FOUNDATION
132 EAST 6§TH STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y,

1942



BEY THE SAME AUTHOR

Krerd Phaituies
The New Musanity
Abdu! Bubg in Eyxylt

Rmmznenor

Thr Song of {dw Curdiun

Living Pictures ({p-autbor, falie Chanler)
f Heard Him Sey

Sifver Sww {Co-antbor, Iwlic Chanler)
The Biblr of Murkimd

COPYRIGIT, 1942,
by
TILE NEW HISTORY FOUNDATION

ALL RIGITTS RESLEYVIED

First Edition, Jannary, 1942

PRINTLED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



I1.
IV,

CONTENTS

CHAPTER PAGE
Foreword by Dr. Haripas T, MuzumpaRr. 17
Author's Statement ..... ... ... . ... .., Z§

PART ONE
EarLy RECOLLECTIONS
ILama Bahat......... ... .. ... ........ 37
Bahai Odyssey ....... ... ..ol (4
PART THO
Tue PARTING OF THE WAYS
A Danger Signal, ............... ... ... 73
At the Fork of the Road. ............ ... 93
PART THREE
Baual Lawsurr
The Trade-mark ...t 1213

Y1
YIi.
VIIL

Supplement—ABDUL Bana’s Definition of
Whar is a Bahal. Comments by Myrow
H. Piugrrs, Cuarres MasoN ReEMEY,

ALFRED W, MarRTIN ................ 161
The Decisions ... ... ... ... vionn... 166
The Name ...... ... ciiiiiinnnn.. 158
The Appeal ....... ... ... .. .. ... ... 219

Supplement—FPen Pictures ............ 251

FPART FOUR
RELIGION IN STRAITJACKET
Bahai Creed makes s Bow........... ... 259
Beginnings of the Bahai Qrganization. ... ., 274

7



CONTENTS

CUMAPTER PAGE
Al Development of the Bzhai Organization., ., . 298
XI1. Establishment of Bahat Administration. ., .16
XIII. Administrative Frills and Furbelows, . ... .. 339

PART FWVE

CapricE, INC.
X1V, The Douwble Mask...........o0000s, 384
XV, Thought Contral ..................... RLE:

PART §IX
PsyCHOSES

AVL Fear .. e 405
XVII. Excommunitation ..........cccovieieen.. 413

PART SEVEN

PoriTics AND THE Banal CAUSE

XVIII. Bahais and Persian Politics. ............. 459
XIX. "“Da" and "Niet"—"J2" and “Nemn”. .. ... 481
XX. Bahai Non-Participation in Politics. ... .. .. 499

PART EIGHT

A ConressioNn oF FarTH

XXI. T Believe in the Bahai Cause. . ... ..., .. (31

PART NINE

ACrION aND REACTION

XNAIE Outofthe MaillBag. ... ... ... L. 139
INLEX e i e 599



126 BROKEN SILENCE

Bahats in this country, whe had been called Berthalin by
Abdul Baha and who has used this name ever since. The
idea was that it would be a valuable service tu the Cause if,
afrer the closing of the Fair, our exhibit could be transport-
ed to the city. After some consultation, it was decided to
take this step as a purely temporary activity, and on No-
vember jth, 1939, Bahal Beokshop was opened at 828
Lexingtan Avenve, a lease having been signed for the
duration of six months. I admit that we were fully con-
scious that, in all probability, the Nutional Spiritual As-
sembly of the Bahais of the United States and Canada
would resent this further heralding of the Bahai name and
teachings. IHowever, we were prepared, as in the past, to
meet oppasition in silence,

Then—

On December §, 1939, the postman delivered the fol
lowing letter to Buhul Bookshop:

(I.etterhead of)

WATSON, BRISTOL, JOHNSON & LEAYVENWORTH
6 East 45t Streel
New York

December 5, 1934,
Iby registered inuil 1o
Mrs. Julic Chanler,
Bahai Dookshoyp,

828 Lexington Avenue,
MNew York, N. Y.

Dear Madam :

We are insiructed by our elient, National Spiritnal
Assembly of the Bahs’is of the United Siates and Can-
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ada, o communicale with you with referenee 1o your
unauthorized use of the trademark BAHAL in the 1rade
name BAHAT BOOKSHOP, and on books, leaflers and
advertisements which are not published by our client.

The word BAHA’L has heen used for ubout forty
years by our client and its predecessors as a trademark
for magazines, printed books, and other publications,
and is registered in the United States Patent Office in
the name of our clien\, registration No. 245,271, The
word BAHAT is substantially the same as the registered
trademark BAIA’L, and your use of the former in the
ways we¢ have mentioned conslitutes trademark in-
{ringement and unfair competition,

Probably you were not informed as to the trademark
sitlustion and il will not be necessary for our clienl to
do more than bring the facls to your ateniion. In
order to comply with the formalities, however, we must
und do demand on hehalf of Notional Spiritual As-
sembly of the Baha’is of \he United States and Canada
that you discentinue immediately the use of the word
BAIMAI in 1he name under which you are conducting
book shop, snd wpoen houvks and other publications not
published by our client, and we hereby natify you thut
upon your failure to do so our client will hold you re
spunsible for profits, dumages and cosis of litigation,

Will you please give the matter immediate considera-
tion and advise us of your decision.

Yours teuly,

(Sgd.) Watson, Bristol, Johnson
& Leavenworth,

A few days after the receipt of this letter, Mrs. Chanler
placed the matter in the hands of Mr. Fred J. Bechert,
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U-Lloh in preciscly the sume way as “Chiristian® would
deseribe a follower of Christ.

It is our opinion, therefore, anid we have so advised
Mes. Chunler, that Bahai, long prior to the year 1900,
became and now is a word of common speech necessary
for wse in aptly describiug a follower of Baha-U-Llah,
In gur opinion, therefore, the word “Buhai® cannot
legally be exclusively appropriated by your client.

Mrs. Chanler advises us thut she is a Bahai, and that
her Bahai Book Shop gpecializes in Bahai buoks, pam-
phlcts, and literature in general for the dissemination
of the Bahai teachinga.

It is our understanding that Mrs. Chanler, far from
competing unfairly with your cliest, is engaged in
the work of furthering and spreading. the Bahat cause,
which, we take it, is aiso the purpose and effort of your

client. Yours very truly,

I / b Mitelhiell & Becherl.

( Letterhead of )
WATSON, BRISTOL, JOHNSON &
LEAVENWORTH
6 East 15th Street
New York

December 22, 1939,

He: Bahai Bookshop
Messrs. Milchell & Bechert,
420 Lexington Avenue, New York, N, Y.
Dear Sirs:

We are in receipt of your letter of December 21 in
answer 1o ours of December 3.

You state that in your opinion the word Bahai “is a
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of the firm Mitchell & Bechert, and the following corre-
spondence ensued,

{Letterhead of )}

MITCHELL & BECHERT
420 LEIingum Avenue
New York, N. Y,

December 21, 1939,

Messrs. Watson, Bristol, Johnsun
& Leavenworth,

6 East A5th Street,
New York, N, Y.

Re: Bahai Book Shop
Gentlemen:

This is in reply to your letter of Deeember 5th, re-
ceipt of which we acknowledged under date of Decem-
ber 121h,

We have conferred with Mrs, Chanler and examined
a greal deal of litersture relating to the Bahai Cause.
Through our investigation, we have learned thal in
about the year 1863 Mirza Hossain Ali, a Persian nolle-
man, felt that he was inspired by God and that iy was
his duly lo bring a messuge of light and glory to a
harassed world. Tie adopted os u spiritual name “Baha-
U-Llah™. This name was to signily the “light” or
“glory® of God. Prior 1o 1863, there were followers of
the Bab and the individual followers were known as
Babis. The Babis luter became followers of Baha-U-
Llah, who carried on the cause, and the followers of
Baha-U-Llah became known as Bahais. Long prier to
the ycar 194}, the word *Bahai”™ had hecome a well
known descriptive word to identify a follower of Baha-
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word of commaon speech necessary for use in aptly de-
scribing o follower of Baha-U-Liah,” You do nel state,
however, that the word is deseriptive of the gooda on
which our client uses il a5 a trademark, namely, maga-
zines, prinled books, and outher publications, and it is
ohvious that such is not the case. The use of this word
by your elient on publications not published by our
client and in the trade name Bahai Bookshop consti-
tutes trademark infringement and unfair compelition,

Moreover, the use by your client of the trade name
Bahai Bookshep is a misrepresentation aul a deceptive
use hecause it gives the erroneous impression that the
book shop is operated or sponzsvred by our client, the
official Buhai religious organization, and the use of the
name Bahai Bookshop without vur client’s authority
and consent slso infringes our elienl’s property right in
the name Bahai.

We belicve you may want 1o reconsider your vpinion
in this matter, and regquest that you do so.

Yours truly,

(Sgd.} Watson, Bristol, Johnson
& Leavenworth,

{ Letterhiead of)
MITCHELL & BECHERT
20 Lexinglon Avenue New York, N, Y,
January 2, 1944),
Messrs. Watson, Bristol, Johnson
& Leavenwaorth,

6 East 45th Sireet, New York, N, Y.

Re: Bahei Book Shop
Genllemen:

This iy in reply to your leter of December 22, 1939,
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We regret that our letter of December 21s did net
make our elient’s position entively clear.

It is our opinion that “Bahai® is a descriptive word
for apily deseribing a [ollower of the Bahai teachings
and, furthermore, that the word “Bahai®™, whether or
not ueed as 8 teade-mark, if it is applied on Bahai litera-
ture ks descriptive of that literature. If vour clienmt is
i Ll ;;r.ltnr.ul Frulr“hh'tll; Boursiness amd .El|.l|ll:i.-|-_ﬁ thie word
“Rahn™ to books and [ll:"l"inllir‘ll:i. Iun'i:ug nul.hin!; Tl
with Bahai teachings, then the mark would not be de-
'I:l‘il}ti"lé ﬂf E“l.'ll I.'"FEFE_" I'.|.1:|.-|1 ll’Er;lHllﬂ.-ﬂIHu

Our client uses the word “Bahai™ in the titde of its
Bahai Bookshop in a deseriptive sense to identify it as
a book shop specializing in Bahai literature,

e elient denies thal the wse of ithe trade name
“Bahai Bookshop™ is either a misrepresentation or a
deceptive use, As stated, the Bahai Bookshop repre-
sents that it specializes in Babai Iiterature and, as a mat-
ter of fact, Mrs, Chanler iz herself o Bahai.

(e client further denies that the wse of the trade
pame “Bahal Bookshop™ gives any erroneons impres-
sion that the shop iz operaled or sponsored by your
client, sinee your client, in our _]uqlgmm'lt.. has no ex-
clusive right 1o the name “Bahai™ to describe a follower
af the Bahai teachings or to identify those teachings in
lemiske Fovrm or ctherwise,

We must therefore repemt that, in our opinion, our
client is not infringing any rights of your client and is
not unfairly competing with vour client.

Yours very traly,

Mitchell & Bechert,
B/S
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Poinis Involved and My Reactions to Them

A parttal study of the contents of the ubove correspond-
ence between the two attorneys-at-law will reveul several
interesting facts:

I.

iy

The Nautional Spiritunl Assembly of the Bahais of the
[Inited States and Canada have made a trademark of
the name Balhar.

According to the text of application filed March 10,
1928, Serial No. 262,923 the Bahai Organization is a
corporation.

‘The word Bulhai s u trademark as actually used by ap-
plicant upon goods, and requests that the same be
registered ot the Uwiited States Patent Office. ., . The
trade-mark has been continnously wsed and-applied 10
said goods i applicant’s business since 1900,

The goods or merchandise that the applicant sclls and

which are protected by a trade-mark are the words of
Baha-O-Llah and Abdul Baha.

Baha-O-Lluh and Abdul Baha lived in prison, suffered
and gave their tcachings free for the religious unifica-
tion of mankind in order that, in 1928, these spiritual
heavenly teachings be monopolized, and sold under
trade-mark to an unsuspecting public as so much goods,
similar to Blue Sunoco, G. Washington coffee, Twenty
Mule Team Boraxo or the wew, blended with Havana,
Whtte Ow! Cigar {it's milder) !

The members of the National Spirttual Assembly of
the Bahais of the United States and Canada, like their
expanding sister monopolists, are reaching out to stifle
all unfair competitian, holding Bahai Bookshop re-
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sponsible for profits to which, incidentally, they are
welcome if they are willing to meet the losses as well.

7. The Bahai organization is not a religion, nor a spiritual
renaissance, nor the spirtt of the age, but ts a full-
fledged corporation which, while it engages itself in
marketing the principles of Baha-O-Llah for the estab-
lishment of Universal 1eace, through its various
branches in the United States, Canads and in other
parts of the world, has protected these goods by taking
out a trade-mark on the very name which more than
twenty thousand Persian men and women claimed at
the price of their lives. This is the first instance in the
history of religion where the privilege of calling onesel £
a follower of a certain Prophetr, were he Buddha or
Christ, or Mohammad or any other, has been mnvolved
with the interests of a trust ar corporation.

What, for instance would have happened to Christianity
if, added to the difficulties of establishing a new religion,
the early Christians had had to contend with property
rights on the mune and teachings that they were ready to
die for? It is certain that such a liability would have
stifled the movement in its infancy and that, before the
passing of a hundred years, the wards of Jesus would have
been heard of ne more. The Cause of Baha-O-Llah is no
diferent. Strong as it is, commercial interests and the
lust [or power are stronger yet if allowed to operate un-
opposed; and this new-born child, the hope of the ages,
will unguestionably cease to breathe if its neck continues
to be weighted with the steel links of an international chaip
store.
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sullered Ly Baha-O-Llah and Abdul Baha, with seveuly
faithful followers; wilnessing then the renaissance of
the Holy Land ae the “Mount of Revelation,” and ar-
riving at the present hour with Abdul Baha’s unigque
missiotl made fruitful by the commencement of work
on the Bahai Temple at Chicagn, hy the deeper compre-
hension of the mepning of this Cause awakened by the
nutionwide journey of the “Creat Teacher,” Jenabe
Fazel Mazandarani, and the rapid spread of the Bahai
Message 1throughount the Easte—the historic imporiance
of these events can only be judged at some later date,
when {rom this seed the fruitful trec shall have grown
1o ils maturity.

This was in 1g2r1.

Seven years have rolled into the lap of eterniry.

The curtain is lifted on 1y28.

The stage 15 set !

There is our old friecnd Mr. Horace Huolley, urbane,
subtle, conscious of his powers—the arbiter and controller
of the destiny of the Bahalt Organization and Bahai Com-
munities throughout the world. Yes, yes, he has done a
good job! With evident satisfaction he displays some
papcrs. What are they? Let us approach and examine
them. Clur artention s caught by one paper—is riveted on

it, We read:

Registered Augz. 7, 1928

Trade-Mark 254,271

United States Patent Oflice

National Spirilual Asscmhbly of the Baha'is of the
United States and Canada of New York, . Y,

Application filed March 10, 1928, Serial No. 262.923.
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BAHA'I
STATEMENT
T the Commissioner of Palents:

Nationael Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is aof the
United States and Canada, a common-law corpaoration,
organized and operated under declaration of trust and
doing business at . . .

As wo read and re-read the statement, we are Jost in a
sca of amazement, We rub our eyes, we hdget, we feel
restless; we wonder whether all this 1s not a nightmare—
impossible, incredible. We stapger, and search in our
consciousness for an explanation; then, completely bafled,
we look up inta the face of Mr, Horace Holley, Maybe
he will ecll us what this means! He smiles, triumphantly
poiating to the signature, and we read:

National Spirilual Assembly of the Baha’is of the
United Stares and Conads
by HORACE HOLLEY,
Secretary.

And as we turn our eyes from this document, we glimpsc
Mr. Horace Holley's fingers still tenderly patting his own
signature !

Well, friends! It is accomplished !

There is a stake an the sonrce of the Bahal Cause and
its owner-proprietor 19 the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahais of the Untted States and Canada,

The password given to mankind by Baha-O-Llah, to be
used for the regeneration of nations, is in the possession of
the Bahai administrators.
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The matler is therefore being taken o the courts,
and as soon as possible their excuses will be made a
matier of public record. It will be seen whether the
present enemies of the Faith can succeed any betler than
those enemies who have preceded them. (Signed) Na-
tional Spirilual Assembly. Bahai News, Feb. 19440, No.
133

The decision 1w take legal oction for the proteciion
of the Sacred right of the Baha'’i commuuity represents
a culmination of vne wspect of the evolution of the Faith
in receni years which the newer beticvers have had littlle
accasivn 10 consider or understand, To the older
Baha’is, however, the preservation of the basis of the
unity and integrity of the community is a matler vital
to faith and inseparable from the experience of loyalty
and service to the Cause. For they have witnessed uetual
efforts 10 deny the validity of Abdu’l-Baha’s missivn
and question the avthority of 11is station, They have
realized vividly and puipnanily how the very existence
of the Faith depends on loyalty 10 whosoever has re-
ceived appointment from the Manifestation, They have
experienced the necessity of gathering their forces in
order 1o asserl lhe truth and preserve the community
from destruction. Such un experience is forever unfor-
gettalle, for it means that conscious choice has been
made Dbetween light and darkness in the spiritual
world. . . .

The oceasion for the legal action is definite and clear:
the claim on the part of non-Baha’is that there are no
qualifications of faith in this Cause, but any one is a
Baha'i who asserts that he js; and that there ia no cri-
terion by which 10 distinguish between authentic Baba’i
literature and fitermure which some one assumes is
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galvunized the swelling army of its defenders 1o arise
andl arraign the usurpers of their sacred righls and to
defend the long-standing strongholds of the institutions
of their Faith in their home country,

I don't feel that I can make cormment on the above
paragraph other than ta address myself to the adjective
puny, which is a quaint word of carly English flavor. In
looking it up, [ find that it signifies imperfectly developed,
pigniy, stirimp, small fry. Now, T kaow that Mrs. Chan-
ler, in her ingdesty, would accept all these terms as descrip-
tive of her, in ber service to the Cause, but nerefier shie nor
[ agree to them n regard to our worth ds opponents to
the system which thinks co be the unique repository of the
Word of God in this day. Probably, the attorneys of the
National Spiritua) Assembly of the Bahais of the United
Seates and Canada give us credit for being adversaries {in
a purely lugal way), at least, worthy of their steel.

Reuasais fov Bringing Swil

Shortly aiter the institution of legal proceedings, the
Nutional Spiritual Assembly explains its reasons for bring-
Ing actlon against us, stating that this step represents 4
cilmination of one aspect of the evolution of the Fairh.
[ do think that they were ripht in thus respect.

Under the authority of the Guardian, the time has
now come lo act against these “insidivus adversaries”
who have even gone 50 far a8 10 flout the Beloved’s Will
ansl Testument, the very pillar of our vuity, by claiming
the right 10 use Lthe term Bauha'i to designate their per-
sonal ackivibies,
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Balio’is and thal there is no basis nor foundation in the
Revelation of Baha’v’llah for the Baha'i community,
with its instituliens, its functions and s colleclive pow-
ers and responsibilivies grounded in authentic Bouks
and Fablews, In brief, the situation which has arisen is
that persons who formerly were believers but who with-
drew from the Cause have denied the authorily of the
Master’s Will und Testument. On no other grounds than
denial of thut mighty Testament can their actions be
understood. No ¢gmmpromise is possible, The Bahga'i
communily witl assert the (ruth, and the issue can he
beft ta God. The Will and Testument itself is a victory
over those who violated the Covenant in the Master’s
lifetime, and the Will and Testament invokes divine
wrailh upon ull who seek 1o destray what He soveificed
lis entire lile aad being W build.

(Signed) National Spiritual Assembly.
From Adnnueal Reports—National Spiritual

Assembly of the Baha’is of the United
States and Canada, 1939-194),

Actions taken at the meeting of the National Assem-
Lly held immedistely prior 1o the Convention include
authorizations for comtinuance of Temple work . | .
and approval of the brief prepared by the atltorney in
connection with the legal suit against the parties mis-
uwsing the nome Baha’i.

The friends are urged Lo give their careful attention
10 the passages in which the Guardian refers Lo the
nature of attacks against the Master and His Will and
Testnment appearing on pages 89 und 9 of the World
Order of Babha’u’llah, Here we find the clearest stale-
ment in the writings for diseussion of the New Hislory
publication dated April, 1940, with new believers and
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with these allracted to the Faith whoe hove nol aet
gained the background of understandiog and experi-
enee to discern the hollowness of any argument and
claim Dused upun the failure (o sccept the Will and
Tesament of Abduw’l-Buha, The malter will soon come
to trial, andd the frieuds can rest sssured that the true
nature of the Baha'i Faith and of its Administrative
Order will be established in accordance with the power
and scope of the writlen and authentic Teachings.

(Signed) Nuational Spiritual Assembly.
—Bulai News, June 19440, No, 136

Siguilicance of Justice Yalente’s Decision

The decision handed down in the Supreme Court of
New York by Justice Louis A, Valente on April 1, 1941,
is aa ¢pach-making document for, although it refers spe-
cifically to the Bahai Administration and The New History
Soclety, its contents have universal application. Elequent-
ly and definitely, Judge Valente has reathrmed the validity
of the Bill of Rights. In the case under review, he denies
to the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahais of the
United States and Canada and the Spiritual Assembly of
the Bahais of the City of New York a monopoly on the
word Bahai, thus constituting, in the name of the latest
revealed religion, a charter of freedom which shall stand
as long as this nation retains the character conferred upon
it by its tounders. 1 think that will be always—Iin spite of
the perils that menace liberty in these sad times,

Thus, from now on, any sincere seeker after ceuth, wha
has realized his higRest "aspirations in the Bahai Cause,
can term himself a follower of Baha-O-Llah and use his
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name without let or hindrance. No one can molest him or
try to undertine us service in the movement.,

With this Jecision, the Cause of the Most Great Pris-
oner of Acea, which, even as he, was always free 1n spite
of appearances, has broken through the walls of material
conhinement, and emerged as a spirit, a leaven, a conscious-
ness—a gilt, tree and untrammeled, offered by Geod to
every man on carth. A fairs are dependent upon meaus,
satid Baha-O-1.iah. Through this deasion of Judge Va-
fente, the Bahni Cause has been reconferred upon mankind.

Not of Our Own Choosing

Now that the case has been argued before the Supreme
Court of New York and a decision arrived at, let it be re.
membered, us this incident takes its place in the annals of
Balu history, that Mres. Chanler and I did not seek this
lawswit nor was 1t instituted by us. The differences of
opiniont between the National Spiritual Assembly of the
B:hais of the Ulnited States and Canada together with the
Spiritual Asscinbly of the Bahais of the City of New York
and ourselves, were brought before the public and inserted
in legal records through no desire on our part. It was a
test placed in our path. We faced it with some difidence,
albeit, light-hieartedly; and surmounted it with a sigh of
rclief and a deep sense of gratitude.

A Yiclory for All

The minister of 2 New York church strikes 3 universal
note i a letter to us ;—

I feel that this is a yictory for us all, since it involves
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Decision Rendered by Justice Valente

THE AMENDED COMPLAINTS, SUPPLEMENTED
BY BILLS OF PARTICULARS, ARE DISMISSED AS
INSUFFICIENT IN EAW,

Statements made by plainiiffs

1. The individual plaintiffs sue, a8 membera of the
National Spiritual Assembly and Trustees of 1he Bahais
of the United Swtes and Canada, The Spiritual Ageein-
bly of Bahais of the City of New York, a religious cor-
poration, is a co-plainiif.

The complaint alleges thal the name Buba'i denoles
a religion identified with the name of the founder Baha,

2. The plaintiffs claim to be the agihorized repre-
sentalives of all of the Bahais of the United Siatey god
Canada.

3. They allege thal they are publishing books and
other pubfieations whicl teach Hahai religion.

4. They charge thut the defendants, who were men-
bers prior to April 3, 1929, of the Bahai Congregation
of the City of New York, have been condueting, without
the authoerity of pleaintiffs, meetings, lectures, classes,
social gutherings amd other aciivities, smd announcing
and advertising the same as Bahai meetings, lectures,
classes, etc.

5. They complain thut the defendants have been
giving these meelings, lectures, elc., a Bahai appearance
and mmosphere by ieaching, in connection therewith, &
religion described as the Bahai religion and thut they
have created an erroneous impression thal they are con-
nepted with and authorized to represent the Babai re-
lizion and lo solicit vontributions therefor.
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6. In addition, plainiiffs complain of the opening
of a bugk shop by the defendants under the name of
“DBahai Boouk Shop* and of the listing of the shop in
the telephone directory under the name, immediately
aver the nume of “Baha’i Center?” which represents the
listing of plaintilis® New York office and book ehop.

The Court’s Opinion;

1. In the Court’s opinien, the complaint fails to
state a guod cavse of action. The plaintiffs have no
right 1o a munopoly of the name of a religion,

3. 'The defendams, who purport 1o be members of
the same religion, have an equal right to uge the name
of the religion in conneclion with their own meelings,
lectures, classes and other activities.

3. No focts are alleged in the eomplaint 1o indicale
that the defendunts have Deen guilty of any act intended
or valeuluted 10 deceive the publie into believing that
1heir meelings, leclures or book shop are identified with
or sffiliatedl with the meelings, leclures, ele,, and hook
shop of the plaintiffs.

The ¥ive Frecdums
4. (a) Defendauts have the absolute right lo prac-
tice Bahaism,
(b) 1o conduct meelings,
(¢) 1o collect funds,

{(d) w =ell literature in conneclion therewith,
and

(e) 10 conduct a book shop under the title of
“Bahuai Book Shop,”



THE DECISION 187

3. The bhills of particulars furnished by the plain.
tiffs, slating that the defendaats created the erroneous
impression thal they were connecied wilth the plaintiffs
and led the public to believe that their buok shop was
connected with the plaintiffs, were not based upon any
acls of Lhe defendants other than thesr ¢onducting
meelings, lectures, classes and other aclivities under
the nume of Bahai and their operation of a book shop
under that name listed in the ielephone directory im-
mediately above the nume of the plaintifi’s buok shop.

6. The position of the listing is, of course, due o
the fact that the telephone direclory is arranged alpha-
betically, a0 that the name “*Bahai Book Shop” natur-
ally precedes the name “Baha’i Cenler.”

7. The motion to dismiss the amended complaint
is grunted, with leave to serve a further amended com-
plaint williin ten days from the service of a copy of this
order, with notice of entry.

Order Signed,

The Most Important Point

Although, in its original Complaint, the Natienal Spirit-
ual Assernbly asserted that it was the authonized repre-
sentative of alf the Bahais in the United States and Can-
xda, this claim was denied by our attorneys in their first
Memorandum, and their denial was sustzined by the Court.
Justice Valente ruled that the plamitiffs have no right ta a
monopoly of the name of a religion. The defendants, who
purport lu be members of the same religion, have an equal
right 1o use the name of the religion tn connechon with
their own wmeetings, lectures, classes and other achivities,
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‘Uhis is the most linportant po'nt in question; for, hence-
forth the Navioml Spiricual Asscnbly cannot claim, as it
has up to this time, that it is the sole representative of all
the Bahais in the lund. There are now, wnd will be 1n in-
creasing numbers, Bahais who would not think it appro-
priate to be represented by the National Spiritual Assem-
bly, and whom the National Spiritual Assembly would not
think it appropriate to represent, FThe uws of this nation
will be the practical guarantee of such Bahais, who will
turn their hearts to God in the service of Baha-O-Llah
and Abdul Baha, without benefit of clergy.

A Matter of A. B, C,

A subject, which for a whole year has puzzled those
interested in the case from this end, has been the strange
claim by the plaintifts, that we censed the name Bahal
Rouk Shop to be listed in the telephone directory of the
Borough of Marhattan, New York City, directly over the
name Bahai Center. Fhis assertion seemned to imply that
we had used undue influence with the compilers of this
volume, or else that we had selected the appellation Book
Shop quite arbitrarily, and for the simple purpose of list-
ing ourselves according to the dictation of our fancy. They
apparently overlooked the fact that we actually were sell-
ing books, and that it would have been unfitting to name
our shop, let us say: Bahai Delicatessen or Bahai Dental
Supplies, which naming would have placed us under the
letter 1D, and below Bahai Center, but would not have de-
scribed the contents of the shop.

At the same time, the quecrest part of this charge is
that, study the telephone baok as you will, you can find no
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