Correspondence between the High Commissicner of Palestine and
Ruth #hite, regarding the alleged will of Sir Abdul Baha Abbas.

By
Ruth White
March, 1932.

In a previous pamphlet, "Abdul Bahats Alleged Will 1is Fraudulent"
I published a letter that I had written to the High Commissioner of
Palestine on Dec., 31, 1928, asking him to investigate my charges that
the alleged will of Abdul Baha is fraudulent. This request for an
investigation seems to have troubled the minds of the adherents of y
Shoghl Effendi, sinee the following appeared in'The Baha'i News Jetter,
no, 31, for April 1929,

"Instructlions concerning Attitude Towards Those Attacking Causs,

"A ecopy of the pamphlet published by Mrs. Rth White was sent to
Shoghi Effendl in Jenuary, This matter 1s taken up by the Guardian
in his letter to the National Spiritual Assembly recently reprinted
{(as recorded In summary of last Assembly meeting) but the followling

words written in a briefer letter on February 27, 1929 are instruct-
ive: I have In a letter addressed to the Nation@l Assembly sét
forth my views regarding the contents of Mrs, Whipe's pamphlot, I have
thus far received no intimation from the Palestine authorities, and
have no reason to bellove that they will consider 1% worthy of thelr
conslderation., The friends, however should avold hurting her feelw
ings and should abstain from provocation. Hor ecase will suffer the
fate which has met Dyar's opposition in 'Raalityf? and should be tor
tally disregarded by tho believers.,.! "

A sincere man in Shoghits position should gladly have accepted
my challenge for an investigatlion, Any man confident of the Justice
of his case would, in fact, have courted and insisted upon an impar-
tial and judicial examlnation of the allegéd will and of all the
facts bearing on his clalm to Guardianship. Shoghl Effendi haowever,.
it can be seen, was congratulating himself that there was no lik611~
hood of the Palestine authoritiss ccnsidering the question, He
shurned a test of the alleged will and of his elajms. And I have
avery reason to believe that his advice to his fo;lowers not to hurt
my feelings at that time was with a view to prevent me from pursuing
the matter further.

In reply to my letter to the Hlgh Commissioner I recelved a let-
ter from His Excellency written through his chief secretary and dated
Fobruary 6,1929 to the effect that any informatiop I wished to obtain
mzst be obtalned privately and that I would be well advised to employ
an advocate in Palestine. This letter was, of course, a great disap=-
peintment to me, Not until two years later dld iﬁ occur to me that I
could cite an instance which would prove indubitably that the fraud
was one under the jurisdiction of the Palestine authorities and that
then the Britigh Government would have to take notice., In other words,
in my first letter I had cited only the fact that Shoghl Effendi was
collecting money from the Bahals of Amsrica based on the authority
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granted in an alleged will of Abdul Baha, In my next letter to the
High Commissiloner, written October 7, 1930, I brought the fraud for-
ward as operating right in Palestine, And because of this fact, on
account of the collection of money having taken pﬂace in"Palestine I
recelved a difforent response from the High Commiésioner. The follow-
ing are the letters that have passed between us.

To His Excellency N
The High Commissioner of Palestine 4£:§§ﬁ
Jerusalem, Palestine,

§e}dber 7, 1930
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Your Excellency:

As a victim of a fraud, which is béing perpoprated under the
Mandatory Power now governing Palestine, I wish to mnke a complalint

against Shoghi Effendi, of the Persian Colony, at 'Haifa Palestine,

Shoghi BEffendl is collecting money from the people of the wvariocus
nations of the world under the powers granted him in an alleged will
which he claims is the will of Sir Abdul Baha Abbds, and in which he
is appolnted succgessor ¢f Sir Abdul Baha Abbas, I base my assertion
that a fraud is being perpstrated by Shoghl Effendi on the following
facts:

About three months after the death of Sir Abdul Baha Abbas, in
November 1921, typewritten copiles of an English t ranslation of a docu-
ment were sent to England, America, and other countries, which Shoghi
Effendi allegod 1s the will of Sir Abdul Baha Abb%s, appointing him his
successor, This alleged will i1s undated, unwitnesgsed, unprobated, and
unstamped by the Government., It also contrudicts the intent that 1ts
alle%ed maker held during his lifetims, For the alleged will commands
people to obey Shoghl Effendl as 1f he were God, nd to pay & tax to
him, This is the motive of the fraud--monsy and over,

I have submitted the photographs of the alleged will to Dr, C.
Ainsworth Mitchell, the renowhed English handwritﬂng expert, and
editor of The Analyst, at 85 Eceleston Square’ London, S.N. l. and his
report shows that this document is fraudulent. No part of 1t was
written by Abdul Baha, although Shoghi Effendil, and the family of 3ir
Abdul Baha assert that every word of its ten pages was written by Sir
Abdul Baha, Shoghl Effendi ignored my requoest for permissiocn fo send
a handwriting expert to Haifa to examine the origﬂnal document,

Aside from my having contributed to various Bahai activities in
America I also sent $200. to Palestine, in responée to a sollcitation
from Shoghl Effendi, which he made through Thé National Spiritual
Assembly of the Bahais of the U.3., and Canada, uréing them to zend
money to him to buy land on Mount Carmel, in order to protect the
Tomb of the Balhh . No financial statemsnt was covorn given to me regard-
ing the purchase of this land, although I have requested an accouny
of it. I enclose photostat copies of the appeal, and the recelpt, for
contributlons to this fund, also two letters of acknowledgmont of my
contribution. I also encloso a photostat copy of Dr. Mitchell's
report,

I am not making this complaint meroly bocauseé of the money I
nave contributed, as this is small compared to the oxpense that I have
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incurred in collecting evidence agalnst Shoghl Efﬂendi. But I am’
making this complaint in order to proteot the public from a fraud, and
a movemsnt, which under Shoghl Effendi has become far more subversive
than -that of Bolshsvism, TFor Shoghi Effendi alms to Ttecome world
dictator, and he is cstablishing enemy states within edch state, and
sollecting taxes from the people of theso enemy states, All this is
contrary to the teachings of 3ir Abdul Baha Abbas whose succossor he
claims to be.

Will you please Investigate these charges, and upon verifying
Dr, Mitchell's report take such steps as lies witﬂln your jurispru-
dence to prohibit Shoghi Effendi from perpetrating the fraud that ho
ig the successor of Sir Abdul Baha,
‘ Yours very truly,
(3igned) Ruth White,
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Tol.Add."CHIEFSEC, JERUSALEM" SECRETARIAT
Any reply should be addressed to QOVERNMENT OFFICES
The Chief Secretary, JERUSALEM.
Government O0fflces,
Jerusalem
and should quote » )
No, 1232/29 25th| Novembsr, 1930,
Madam,

I am directed to refer to your letter of the 7th Cctober rew
garding the will of Sir Abdul Baha Abbas and to ask that I may be’
furhished with the document purporting to be the will or 8 photo-
graph of "it, which you caused to be examined by Dry C. Ainsworth
Mitechell,

Stepg wlll then be taken, 1f possible, to compare that with the
original will which is in Palestilne,

I am,
Madam,
Your obsdient aervant,

(Signed) Max Norock

Mrs,.H¥,Lawronce White, CHIEF SECRETARY,
Butler Hall, 88 Morningside Drive,
New York City, U.S.A.
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To the ..
Chief Seocrstary ;ﬁ;ﬁJ

Government Offices g fj%g:, :
Jerusalem zé%ﬁéﬁﬁ‘ De cember 12, 1930
Dear Sir;: ’

Thank you for your letter of November 25, 193C, 1232/29. It
gives me great pleasure to send you the photographs of the alleged
will of Sir Abdul Beaha Abbas which I herewith enclose, These photo-
graphs are copies of a set of photographs whieh Mr, Horace Holley lent
me, Mr, Holley 1s the secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Baha's of the United States and Canada, and thi% organization
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officially represents Shoghi Effendl, the alleged successor of 3Sir
Abdul Baha., I also enclose two samples of the authentic writing of
Sir Abdul Baha, One sanple 1s a photograph made from the Book of the
Unitarian Church at Montclalr, New Jersey, in which book he wrote
dirsctly after he deliversd a sermon at the church on May 12th, 1912,
The other sample 18 a photograph made from the Bﬂble at the Clty
Temple, London, in which book he also wrote dlrectly after he had
finished delivering a sermon there in 1811, OCne cannot be certain of
any writings purporting to be those of 3ir Abdul Basha except those
sscured from church records, and other public bogks in which he wrote,
Fer almost all of his later letters were written by hls secretaries,
and many of these decretaries were related to him, hence they are
interested parties, as all of Abdul Bsha's family share in the tax
that is derived from the powers granted in thls alleged willl.

If you will pardon me for digressing a little I would like to
recount to you an Incldent that occurred while I 'was in London last’
May and June, having the alleged will of Sir Abdul Baha examined by
br. C, Ainsworth Mitechell, which made me certaln that a Higher Power
was gulding this affair, Two years prilor to this I had tried to get
in touch with the British Analyst of Palestine (és I thought at that
time that he was the proper official to address qegarding the inves-
tigating of the alleged will of 3ir Abdul Baha) and I was assured
by one of the officials at the British Embassy, here in New York City,
that there was no British Analyst in Palsstine., Then what was my
astonishment one night in Londen, while at a meeting of distinguished
sclentists, to meet lMr, Gerald Baker, who I learned had been the
Anselyst there for Great Britain about nine yearss I thereupon re-
counted to him the incident and asked him 1f he would go to Dr,
Mitchell!s office and see the enlarged photographs of the alleged
will, as well as the authentic¢ samples of Sir Abdul Bahats writings.
This he did., I am sure that he will be glad to tell you what he has
heard personally from Dr, Mitehell.

Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of my book, "The
Bahai Religion and Its Enemy the Bahal Organization,” Be tweon pages
165 and 20C you will find the printed reproductlon of the alleged
will of Sir Abdul Baha, and the English translation of its complete
text. Also a sample of his authentic writing. :

If T can do anything further to assist you, please cdll upon nme
as I shall be only too happy to help you in any way I can,

Yours very truly,

(Signed)] Ruth White
P.3, Betwseen pages 178 and 184 of my book you will find the appoint.
ment of Shoghl Effendil,

Tel, Add. "CHIEFSEC, JERUSALEM" SECRETARIAT,

Any reply should be addressed to GOVERNMENT OFFICES,
The Chief Secretary JERUSALEM,
Gevernment Offices, .

Jerusalsn,
and should gquote 7th January, 1931,

No, 1232/29

Madam: I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter.
dated the l2th December, enclosing photographs of the alleged will of
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the late Sir Abdul Baha Abbzs.

2. I'have also to thank you for the copy of your book "The Bahai’
Religion, and its enemy the Bahai Organisation" whach accompanied 1it,

3. T shall not fall to inform you of the résult of the comparison
of the alleged will with thes original document,

I am, Madam,
Your Obedient Senvant,

(Signed) Max Norock

: CHIEF SECRETARY,
Mrs, H., Lawrence White,
88 Morningside Drive,
New York Clty,

- Y .
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GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE

In case of reply please Chigf Secretary's Cffice
gquote the date of this Jerusalem,
letter-and ths following Palestine,

No, Y/58/31. |
19th May, 1931.

Madam, )
" In continuation of my letter No. 1232/29 of the 7th of Janudry,
1931, on the subject of the will of the late Sir Abdel Baha Abbas,

I am directed to inform you that Mr, Afnan Shoghi Effendl Rabbani ~
permitted a comparison to be made between the document which 1s re~
ported to be the origindl will of the deceased and the photographs
whieh you have produced,

Such examination revealed that the photographs appeared to be
authentic reproductions of ths document produ¢ed as the will of ths
deceased.

I am,
Madam,
Your obedisnt servant,

(Signed) Ruhi Abdulhady

for ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY,
Mrs., H. lLawrence Vhite
Butler Hall, 88 Morningsids Drive
New York City, U.3.A,
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Tco His Excellency
The High Commissioner of Jerusalem '
Palestilne, : . Juns 5th, 1931

Your Excellency:

Thank you for your letter of May 19th, Y/58/31, sent through
your secretary,

I am glad that the first step has been accomplished, and that
you have compared the photOgraphs I sent you of the alleged_w1ll of
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Sir Abdul Baha Abbas with the original document purporting to be his
will, snd found that the photographs are reproduc%ions of it. Thank
you for taking thils very necessary step. But you of course ars aware
that my request for an lnvestlgation was not in order to ascertain
whethér the photographs I sent you were coples of this purported doc-
ument, for I never dcubted that they were, My request was for you
to ascertain whether the document is authentlec or fraudulent., When
Dr. Mltchell examined the enlarged photographs of the alleged will

he said that he had done all he could with photognaphe, and that the
next step should be for an expert to examine the original alleged”
will at Haifa in order to ascertain many points that can bé ascere
tained ofily through an examination of an original document, as for
instance--the chemlical analysis of the ink, its age, and evidences

of erasures, and also evidences of paper having béen pleced together,
and many other polnts familliar to a handwriting expert,

After Dr. Mitchell told me this I sent Shoghi Effendi Rabbani
a reglistered letter asking him to grant me permisgion to sénd a
handwriting expert to Haifa and have the original sxamined. But to
this he did not reply, nor did I expect him to, lmasmich as he has
done everythlng to prevent an investigantlion. Yet he has not hesi-
tated to collect money from me and other Bshais under the powers
granted in this alloged will,

I most respsctfully repeat my request to you that lnasmuch as I
am one of the victims of this fraud, and inasmuch as this frdaud is
continuing to be perpetrated Internationally upon the public, and
great sums of money collected under the powers granted in this alleged
will, that you have the original alleged will of oir Abdul Bahd Abbasg
examined by a handwritlng expert and report your finding to me, Your
repoert that the photographs examined by the handwriting expert to
whom I submitted these (Dr. Miltchell) have been verified as accurate
reproductions of the original document, in con;unction with the re-
port of Dr. Mitchell make a primn fo01e case of fraud against those
who have used this alleged will as a basis of soliciting money from
the publie, and you wlll hence recognize the necessity of further
action on your part.

You already have Dr., Mitchell!s report which shows that his
examination of the photographs of thils alleged will proves it to be
fraudulent. 7You also have photostats of the receipts showing that
I contributed to this Bahail Fund (from which Shoghi Effendl receivos
his tax), And at the time I contributed to this fund it was without
know ledge that the alleged willl had not been fully authenticated.,
Therefore as all indlcations are overwhelmingly in favour of the be=
lief that this alleged will, which wasd undated, unW1tnessed, NP o=
bated and unstamped by the government 1s fraudulgnt, and especially
as this belief is backed up by the report of Dr, Adnaworth Mitchell
showing it to be fraudulent, I am confident that mou willl take the
final step and have the document examined and make a report so that
these victims may no longer be defrauded by Shoghﬂ Efféndi Rahanni,
who claims to be the suceessor of Sir Abdul Baha Abbas, and that res-
titution may be made to me, and to many others, from whom large sums
have been obtained undsr false pretencss,

A report comlng from the British Government ﬂculd have an overs
whelming effect in putting a stop to the fraud and thereby His
Majestyts Representatives would live up to the wonderful reputation
they have esatablished all over the world for rectiFying injustices.
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I have great hopé in the British Government, as I have 1lived many
years In England, and am conversant with the fact that they do nét
pigeon~shole such matters as is often done in the United States, My
confidence in the Britlsh Governmont!s sense of Jﬁstice also made me
geleect Dr. C, Alnsworth Miltchell as the handwritlng expert to examine
this alleged will.,

Please let mo know what action’you take in the matter, and pleoase
gend your report by rogistered maill,

With many thanks for your prompt attention tb this matter, I am

Very truly yours,
Signed¥ Ruth White

GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE

In case ¢f reply please

quote the date of this Chlef Secretary's 0fflce,
letter-and the following ﬁerusalem,
No. Y/58/31. (Registered) Palestine.

10th July, 1931,

Madam,

I am directed to acknowledge the recelpt of your letter dated
the 5th June, on the subjeot of tho will of the late Sir Abdel Boha
Abbas, and to say that the Governmont do not feel disposed to take
any further administrative actions in the matter,

I am, ’
Madam,
Your obedient servant,

(8igned) Ruhi Abdulhady

for CHIEF SECRETARY,
Mrs, H. Lawrence White,
Butler Hall, 88 Morningside Drive,
New York City, U.3.A.

The reader will note that the High Commissioner in his letter
of November 25th asks for photographs of the alleged will in order to
compare these photographs with the document from which they had been
photographed! This letter astonished mé as Woll ds disappointed me
as It 80 evidently evaded the thing I had asked for. I never doubted,
nor dld anyone else, that the photographs which I had received through
Shoghi Effendi were photographs of the alleged will, There could have
beon no motive in his sending over photographs of SOmething else and
saying that they were photographs of this document,

What I had asked for, and what Dr. C, Ainswo?th Mitchell, the
expert in London, had said should be done, was for experts to go to
Haifa and make a long and careful study of the orﬂginal alleged will
in order to ascertain many things that cannot be ascertained from a
photograph such as, for instance, the chemical andlysis of the ink
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and 1ts age, water marks on the paper and the agd of this paper, evi-
dences of esrasures, or of tho plecing together of paper and many other
things familiar to handwriting experts. ThiS'woJld have required
weeks, and perhaps months of careful resegreh by experts, and yet Ruhi
confesses that so brief a timo was consumed, in %ooking over tho )
photographs, that he wailted in the offlce while thls was being done,
And now, in order to deceilvo the Bahals, Shoghi Effendi pretends that
the comparison of the photographs of the alleged[%ill with the docu-
ment from which they hnd bYeen photographed is an authentifieation of
the alleged will}

At firast the statomeonts omanating from Shoghi Effendl were worded
very cautiously though clearly intended to misledd. Thus in a lettoer
written through his secretary to Mr, E, E. Kluge of Chieago, dated
July 10, 1931, he saoys:

"It might interest you to know, however, th%t the Will in its
entirety has been closely examined by experts apgointed by the Pales-
tine Government authoritlies, Not even the slightest objesction or the
faintgst doubt has beon expressed conterning 1ts suthentiecity by
thom,

Here the implication 1s made that the allegsed will was examined
by the authorities with a view to asocertain whether or not 1t was
authentic and that the result was that nothing could bs discovered
that impugned 1ta authentlicity. How far this 1s from the fruth ecan
be seen from the correspondence botween the Palestine Secretariat and
myself previously given here,

Those who begin to deceive by the implicatiqn of thelr words are
i1ikely soon to proceed to plain prevarication, and 1t 1s hard to re.
gard as anything else another letter from Shoghi Effendil dated Decema
ber 1, 1931 to Mrs., Carroll Smith of Dallas, Texas., Mrs, Smith wrdte
fo Shoghl and stated that it had besn reported tq her that an official
comparison had been made of the will with documents known positively
to be in the handwriting of Abdul Baha, and she ends the letter as

follows:

"Please tell me if such an official comparison really has bean
made and let the believers know that as a result the Palestine Govern-
ment certified that the Will wans in the Master!s handwriting and was
genuine,,”

To this Shoghi Effendl replied through his secretary, Ruhli Afnan,
in a letter part of which 1s as follows:

"About five or slx months ago Mrs, White ~- who 1s at the head
of this movement to set the Masterts Will aside <= wrote the High
Commlsstoner in Palestlne on the subject and askqd him to find about
the authenticlity of the document., The High Commissioner wrote to the
Governor of Haifa and sent the Government expert to verify the hand-
writing. Shoghl Effendl was wriltten on the subjoect and asked to send
the Will to the Government, He sent me with the Will and the expért
studied it before me and the governor in the office of the latter,
The expert compared the original Will with the handwriting of the
Mastor which Mrs, White hasg;ent'ﬁim a8 authontiqhsamples? “He said
Thet they were both writfen by the same porson, and that the persodn
who had decidod otherwise doos not know what he 1ls speaking about,
The Expert was an Englishman who knows nothing of the Cause or the _..._—-
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Baha'is ! and was absolutely Impartial,
sent to Mrs. White the result of his findings but
kesp quiet about it,"

This statement of Shoghl Effendi asserts that
pared the original Will with the handwriting of Ab
White had sent him as authentic samples.," This ab
with the statement of the High Commissioner in his
19, 1931 that "the photographs appeared to be genu
of the document produced as the will of the decesas

Effendl!s statement stands it means that the photog

samples of the duthentlic writings of Abdul Baha wh
from twd Bibles, in two different churches, one in
England, were dupliecates of a will which had been
Orient and burled under ground years before] This
gea is not only sheer nonsenss but was written wit

T think the High Commissioner

she preferred to

"The expert come
dul Baha which Mrs,
golutely conflicts

letter dated May
iné reproductions
ed,"” As Soghi
raphs of the two
ich I had procured

America and one in
written In the Orient
as the reader can
h intent to deceive.

I wish to call the attention of the reader td another volnt algo.

Shoghl Effendil
Iater he wroté
an Englishman,

wrote to Mr. Kluge that experts exa
to Mrs, Smith that only one expsrt
The extracts from these two letter

mined the will,

wxamined the will--
3 are as followg:

Meoothe Will in its entirety has been elosely examined by ex-

Eerts.... not even the slightest objection or the

faintest doubT has

on oxpressed concerning its authenticity by them."

S1x months later he wrote to Mrs, Smith throqgh his secretary

a3 follows:

"The High Commissioner wroto to the governor’
the Government expert to verify the handwriting...
1t before me and the governor in the office of th
compared the original Will... He said that they we
the same person...The expert was an Englishman,,."

‘ After thik final statemont of the High Commis
- of May 19th, the reader will note that I agaln urg
of June 5th to make the examination I had asked for, and his last
letter to me, dated July 10th sh&ws that the Gover

take the actlions I had asked for, as the following

"T am directed ,.. to say that the Governmont
posed to take any furthor adminlstrative actions 1

The "further administrative actions” I had as
examination of the alloged will by experts which w
wooks and perhaps nmonths of eareful work, If the

of Halfa and sent

the expert studied
e latter, e oxpert

Fe both written by

@ionar in his letter
od him In my letter

nmont would not
istatement sﬁaﬁs;

3o not fesel dis-
n the matter,"

ked for was an
ould have required
Government really

had had the alleged will examined by experts, and had made a definite
report showing whether 1t was spurious or authontib, then as that was
all I had agked for there would have beon no sensel in thelr replying”
that, "The Government do not feél disposed to take any further admin-
istrative actions in the matter,"
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Purthermore if thers had been any authentifilcation of the docu-
ment wouldn't Shoghl Effendi have been only too eager to have blazodned
this to the Bahal world, consldering that for four years I had pub-
licly challenged him with the fact that this document was spurious?
Wouldnt!'t he have gloried im publishing such a report in all the Bahal
publicatlions thereby trying to prove mé wrong? But this he did not
do., He has kopt silent on tho subjoct, oxtept whgre he could not do
otherwlse in the two letters alrocady cited, For in these two lettors
of Mr, Kluge and Mrs, Smith, E&ExXzmgkitxrz he was| asked point blank
whethor there had been an official authentication| of the alleged will,
and he thereforé was placed in the embarrassing pesition which neces-
sitated a roply. His policy has besn, and still %s to keep quiet,and
caution the Bahals to keep as quiet ' as possible about the matter,
hoping that by so doing it will die. But it will not die. What will
die is the papistry that Shoghi Effendl and hls coterie have set up,
For In this enlightened age 1t is impossible for Fhe people to revert
to this medlaeval institutlon, especlally as it is wholly irreconcil-
able with the Bahal teachings, The reader may aggcertain for himself”
the truth of the statement that the papist group is rapidly diminish-
ing by looking in THE WORLD ALMANAC for 1931 on page 391, There he
will find that in 1916 the number of Bahais in the United States and
Canada was listed as 2,884, But since this group became papists under
Shoghl Effendl their numbers have diminished to 1,247 under his "Guar-
dianship,” On the other hand all the groups who ﬁave rejected Shoghi

(Continued on page 10)
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Effendl are rapldly inereasing, with the result that the largest num-
ber of Bahaia are 'in the raonks of thosé who are no longer under this
paplst domination,

There are three attitudos of mind among the Bahais today toward
the alleged will of Abdul Baha, First there is the abtitude of thiss
papist group, known under the names of "Spiritual Assemblies", "Loeal
Assemblies" and "National Spiritunl Assemblies of Bahatis", The mori
bers of this group accept Shoghi Effondi as the "Guardlan" whom they
believe they are commanded to obey 28 if he were God, likewlse feeling
under the obligation to pdy a tax to him, according to the directions
given in the alleged will,

The second attitudse of mind is that of certailn dissident Bahalis
who although they have thrown off the authority of Shoghl Effendi
still nominally accept as suthentie the allegsd will of Abdul Baha on
whieh this authority ik based, This attitude is not a very consistent
ono, for a Bahai who belleves that Abdul Baha beqﬁeathed the powers
of "Guardian'" to Shoghil and yet refuses to follow the latter 1s dis-
obeylng what he thinks are the commands of Abdul Baha, It 1s setting
a harmful example to future generations to violate delibsrately what
one bhellieves to be an important teaching of Abdul Baha, However 1 am
confident that the Power which has gulded thess Bahais in breaking
away from the Papistry of Haifa will lead them further in the right
path and that they will ultimately completely reject this so-called =~
Will.

The third attitude toward the alleged will 1s the right oné be-
cause 1t is following the course that Abdul Baha told u3 to take -«
to reject any document or letters, purperting to pe his, which grants
any authority to anyone unless it 15 proved beyond the question of a
doubt that they are his. Therefore, as not only did thils alleged
will grant Shoghi Effondl more potential authority than a king and
pope combined but moreover the application of it nullifies the teachs
ings of both Bahato!llah and Abdul Baha, all those who remain true to-
the Bahal Teachings must reject 1t as i1t has never been proved authen=-
tic but on the contrary has already been shown to be spurious.

The papal group claimed that a successor or "Guardian" would
keep the Bahails united. Far from this having proyed true it has
brought intense inharmony among the Bahals and chaos to the Causs.
Their position is utterly unlogical. That 1is why we have the astound-
ing spectatle of this group promulgating any number of conflicting
principles, without being in the least aware that they are conflicte
ing, For instance they purport to promulgate the princlples of
Baha to!llah and of Abdul Baha, the foremost of which was to free all
religions from sectarianism, and at the same time they promulgate
Shoghi's ideas of a super~séctarian cult more dogmatic and narrower

than any other in exlstence,

The attempt to pervert the Bahal Movement by subjectlng it to
Organization domination is a parallel to the corruption of primitive
Christianity by occleslasticism, Recently in trying to ascertain on
what authority Christianity was able to establish a papistry new light
came to me on thls matter, Christ said, after Peqer had divined His
stotion: "Blessed art thou, for flesh and blood ngth not revealed it
unto these but my Father which is’ 1n Heaven, ..thou art Peter, and upon
this vock I will bwild my Church,” The meaning of this verse scems
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to0 have wholly escaped Christians, Christ msant that Peter!s innér ~
uidante had rsvealed to him the statlon of Christ, and on this spir-
tual principle of innate knowledge would the church of Christ be
built. Not on an outer churech or organization eonfined to brieks and
stones but on an inner Church founded .on the righF of freedom of con-
sclence of every 1ndividual, The necessity of freedom of conscience
in religion was smphasized by Bahato!llah and Abdul Baha and they laid

great stress on inner guldance which is another aspect of it

But there 1s thls satiafaction about the who}e matter, The offl-
clals of the Brltish Govermment took these steps In order to secure
all the information possible from me and to keep Fhis information ¢n
file for use in the future should the emergency arise, and through
the data I have put at their disposal they are in}a positlion at any
time to take decisive action against Shoght and hils organization
should he and his adherents ever become powerful, But they will not
bacone powerful, as already shown his organization i3 rapidly de~"
ereasing in numbers, for nec movement founded on fraud can succeed,

(Photostat copies of the fBvAR letters of the) High Commissicner
of Palestine, and the two letters of Shoghi Effendi written through
hls secretdary, have been placed on file at the Li@rary of Congress,
Washington, D.C,)

"If the readsr would like a more detailsd history of this sub-
ject, the followlng boocks by the author, published by The TUITILE
COMPANY, RUTLAND, VERMONT, are recommended: ) i

The Bahal Religlon and Its Enemy the Bahal Organlzation ~ $2.00
The Alleged Will of Abdul Baha 1s Fraudulent, (Pamphlet)- .25
Abdul Baha and The Promiscd Age. = = « = = = = = -~ = =« - 2,00

Those who feel they cannot afford these bodks may obtain them
at half price (except the pamphlet) by writing dﬂrect to the author:

Mrs, H, Lawrence White
102 White Building
Utlica, New York.
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